


INTRODUCTION

That the blissful ignorance of the ordinary Australian,
regarding events in Europe prior to, and during the recent
World War, makes him an easy prey to the Vatican propa-
ganda, was very evident in the recent outery regarding the
arrest and imprisonment .of Cardinal Mindszenty, and the
strange silence which prevails regarding our persecuted
brethren in Spain.

The strict censorship exercised over press and radio in
the interests of the Roman Church has not only hidden from
our people the crimes committed by the church of Rome in
Europe and Africa, but also has prevented them from seeing
the sinister plans being laid in this country.

Every day practically, sees some liberty snatched from
our people or some new restriction introduced.

In the midst of the confusion of strikes, shortages,
restrictions, sabotaged food and fruit, criminals released to
commit more crime while hardworking men are fined heavily
for trivial offences. Few people stand back far enough, or
think deeply enough, to see an over-all Vatican policy work-
ing out in the midst of the jig-saw puzzle:

® To reduce the resistance of the people by sabotaging
their food.

® By a war of nerves.

® By seeking to place Roman Catholics in key positions
and permanent Government employ.

® By seeking to deliberately bring about conditions of
depression.

® By using regulations against Protestants to squeeze
them out of business and leaving the Roman Catholics to
go scot free.

® By talking about peace but preparing for war.

® By talking about bringing 50,000 British immigrants
to this land but pouring in Southern Europeans,



® By keeping most of these immigrants in labour camps
where they are in readiness to take orders.

® By only giving them a few lessons in English so
that they do not know our language and could mistake any
group of Protestants for Communists.

® By deliberately holding back food from Britain.

@ By keeping the people of Britain in a humiliated posi-
tion of accepting our charity instead of making the food
available to them at fair prices.

® By constant industrial upheavals.

® By seeking to start a revolution under the guise of
a Communist uprising which will give them the opportunity
of fighting Communism to the last Protestant.

Many Protestants, not wishing to be aroused from their
apathy and fearing the scorn of friends and the loss of
money or business, resent being told these plain facts.

It would be a wholesome thought for them to consider
that the Protestants in those parts of Europe which came
under Vatican policy lost everything, and many their lives
as well, some suffering untold tortures and seeing their
children tortured before their eyes.

The information in this book is only a scrap of the whole.
Similar stories could be told of Poland, Spain, Abyssinia,
South America, and possibly other places, but the reason
Yugoslavia was chosen was because the book “The Martyr-
dom of the Serbs", by the good hand of God, came into my
possession and since then two other books which confirm the
evidence and knowing the facts to be irrefutable I chose to
quote largely from that book.

It is usual to print the author’s portion of a book in
larger type and quotations from other sources in smaller
type. I have asked the printers to reverse this process as I
feel the quotations are the most important part of this book.

In quoting I have given word for word except to alter
the word ‘“priest” when it referred to an orthodox Serbian



priest to “minister” or “clergyman” to save confusion with
Roman Catholic priests.

I pray God that He will use this book to awaken the
people of Australia who consider the priests and bishops of
Rome to be pastors of the flock of God to the fact that they
are those described by Christ Jesus our Lord when He said:

“Beware of false prophets which come to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ‘Ravening
Wolves’-—by their fruits ye shall know them.”



: Sydney, 1949,

This book is dedicated to the children of Australia, whom
I love, and would seek to save from the cruelties inflicted on
so many little ones in Europe, maintaining for them the
Faith and liberties rediscovered and procured by the
Reformers at the glorious Reformation.

MONICA FARRELL.



“RAVENING WOLVES”
‘ Written and compiled by

MONICA FARRELL
Light and .Truth Gospel Crusade

“Beware of false prophets which come to you in

sheeps’ clothing but inwardly they are ravening

wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits.”
Matt. 7:15, 16.-

Although conscious of the fact that there are many
sincere and lovable people who are Roman Catholics by
accident of birth, it is, nevertheless, true that Romanism
as a system has always been relentlessly cruel and that
torture and murder have ever been weapons used, not only
against heretics, but also against her own adherents, should
they show any sign of lapsing.

It is only when conditions prevailing in a country, through
the alertness of Protestants, prevent Rome from carrying
out her designs that her methods, for the time being, arc
changed and she seeks to rule by apparently gentle per-
suasion. The old proverb says, ‘‘the price of liberty is
cternal vigilance”’. Rome may in adversity act like a lamb,
in equaliiy like a fox, in supremacy, she will still act as a
tiger.

Her present technique is, first of all, to call her devotees
to a Crusade of prayer, claiming a country for Mary.
Secondly (if the Protestant population allows her to get
away with it) to dedicate the country to Mary. This done,
it only remains for her to urge her people to a holy warfare,
to actually possess that which they have already claimed
by dedication, and Protestants, who have by their silence
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consented to an act carried out in their name, are rudely
awakened to the fact that they have unconsciously betrayed
their country, their people, and their God.

THE WAR DECLARED

On the 9th May, 1948, when Cardinals Spellman and
Gilroy officiated at “The dedication of Australia to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary”, few people realised that, in
fact, war had been declared on Australia; the enemy had
actually planted the flag and taken possession. That the
non-Roman section of the community regarded the whole
ceremony either as a huge joke, or as a matter to be treated
with scorn, does not in any way alter the fact that the price
must be paid in blood, torture and tears—except there is a
mighty. awakening very soon.

There were some Christians, however, who met together
in different places to pray, and to bewail the sins of their
country, and to dissociate themselves from the blasphemous
ceremony which was carried out in the name of Australia.

For the benefit of those who are ignorant of the type
of prayer that was offered in their name we will quote:

“THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY: AN ACT OF
CONSECRATION”

O Mary, Powerful Virgin and Mother of Merciful Kind-
ness, Queen of Heaven and Refuge of Sinners, we consecrate
ourselves to thy Immaculate Heart. We consecrate our beings
and all our life and all we have and all we are, and all we
love. Thine be our bodies, our hearts and our souls, Thine
be our homes, our families and our native land. 1t is our
desire that everything within us and around us should belong
to thee and share in the benefits of thy Motherly blessings.
And to make this Consecration truly efficacious and lasting,
we renew at thy feet to-day, O Mary, the promises of our
Baptism and our first Communion. We pledge ourselves to
make courageous and constant profession of the truths of
our Faith: and to live Catholic lives in full submission to all
the directions of the Pope and of the bishops in Communion
with him.” &c*

* Tuken from a booklet “In Honour of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary”’, Dublin, July 26th, 1943, Imprimatur, John Carol, Roman
Catholic Archbishop, Dublin.
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UNDER PAPAL DIRECTION

Be it noted that the manner in which the devotees to
Mary carry their consecration into effect, is by living “in
full submission to all the directions of the Pope and all the
Bishops in communion with him”. * And herein lies Australia’s
punishment. Rome boasts she never changes—those who
study her history will agree that, although she may alter
her doctrines, there is never a change of heart. The object
of this book is to show Australians just what this dedication
involves for them.

In the recent war, Roman Catholic actionists in Europe,
acting ‘“‘under the directions of the Pope and the Bishops in
communion with him” committed the most dastardly crimes.

In Australia, observant people can see the same sinister
plans being laid, to provide an opportunity for the brutal
slaughter of every Australian who refuses to submit to “the
directions of the Pope and the Bishops in communion with
him". ) i :

THE WOLVES LET LOOSE

‘When Hitler's hordes swept over Yugoslavia the Govern-
ment of that country declared on the side of the Allies, but
a corner of Yugoslavia, in which there was a Roman Catholic
majority (5 million Roman Catholics to 3 million Eastern
Orthodox Serbs) deflected under Roman Catholic influence,
and formed a puppet state calling it “The Independent State
of Croatia”’-—then the mask fell off, and Roman Catholic
Action came out into the open and took complete control.

The Quisling, Pavelich (a Romanist, as all other Quis-
lings) took the reins of office and raised an army called the
Ustashi, which was composed of Roman Catholic Actionists.
This army was helped by other Roman Catholic arinies, such
as the Hungarians and the Bulgarians, who also acted in
the interest of the Papacy. The objective of these armies was
the forceful conversion to Romanism or annihilation of the
Serbs, an ideal which would only appeal to Papists.

Government offices were taken over and a notice issued
that only Roman Catholics could remain in the Government
service, All arms were confiscated on the plea of safe-
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guarding against a Communist uprising. In villages neople
were called to assemble for instructions, and knew nothing
of what was awaiting them. They were either shot down
on the spot or taken to concentration camps to be tortured
and starved. In desperation some fled to the hills and put
up a brave defence under the leadership of General Draza
Mihailovich. This brave General, in a pathetic plea to the
Allies, to do something to stop the savage butchery of his
countrymen by the Roman Catholic Actionists said:

“Yugoslavia is drenched with Serb blood, and yet our
Allies cannot or will not stop the flow of this blood and the
mass murder of the Serbs.” 1 do not believe it is in the
interest of the Allies, that the Serbian people should cease to
exist; 1 beg the Yugoslav Minister to interest our Allies in
the fact that the Serbs in Yugoslavia are being exterminated
~could not something more be said in broadcasts about the
slaughter of the Serbs? The number so far approaches one
million.”

These words were written in a despatch sent by the
General on B5th February, 1943. Why were we not told the
facts over the air? Never a word was mentioned about the
butchers who were led by priests and friars, who themselves
assisted in the tortures and slaughters of poor Serbs? The
explanation is, that the power of Rome, in America, Britain
and the dominions, is such that, in spite of wireless, telegraph
and supposedly free Press all .these facts have been kept
behind the scarlet curtain of Rome, which is every bit as
soundproof as the iron curtain of Russia. We now know that
1,700,000 Serbs were slaughtered by the Roman Catholic
Actionists between 1941-1945.

TRUSTWORTHY EVIDENCE

Eventually a book was compiled from ‘“documents and
reports from trustworthy United Nations and eye witnesses
and issued by the Serbian Eastern Orthodox Diocese for the
United States of America and Canada” in an attempt to let
- the world know the tragedy which was being enacted in the
so-called “Independent State of Croatia”. The title of this
book is “The Martyrdom of the Serbs”. The Church of Rome
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has done all in her power t6 keep this book and these facts
from the people of Australia. It would be a pity for her
future plans, to let the poor silly sheep in Australia, smell
the blood in the slaughter yards of Croatia; or see the knife
being sharpened by the “Catholic Action” butchers, preparing
for “the big day” when they can jump into action here, We
shall let the book speak for itself by quoting later directly
from its pages.

In a book written by the Yugoslav Ambassador in Wash-
ington, entitled “The Case of Archhishop Stepinac” abundant
evidence is given of the guilt of the Archbishop and many of
his clergy. Archbishop Stepinac has since been sentenced
to 16 years’ imprisonment for his guilt. The pope raised
the cry of persecution and excommunciated every Roman
Catholic connected with his trial and condemnation (they
were all Roman Catholics who conducted the trial). From
this book we quote the following:

One great error of supporters of the Independent
State of Croatia was an over-confident belief that it
would endure at least as long as Hitler’s thousand-year
Reich. This . confidence explains why they did unot
hesitate to see their plans and sehemes exposed in print.
Indeed, they boasted publiely, some of the priests, about
the conspiracy and about their close connections with
the Ustashi during the period when this organisation
was outlawed in pre-war Yugoslavia.

After the puppet state had been created they felt
free to deseribe in jubilant articles how zealously
members of - the clergy had worked for Der Tag, how
the monasteries had been used as clandestine head-
quarters for the illegal Ustashi movement, how they
had been in constant contact with the plotters abroad,
how they had organised the monks and the Catholic
youth as ‘‘Crusaders’ for the coming uprising, aud
how they had endangered in many different ways the
very existence of pre-war Yugoslavia.

Evidence found by the investigating commission
gave a clear picture of the organisational structure of
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the conspiracy. The whole plot was directed by
responsible members. of the Roman hierarchy. "Prac-
tical execution of the plan was channelled through
‘‘Catholi¢ Action’ and its various affiliated organisa-
tions such as the ‘‘Great Brotherhood of Crusaders’’,
the academic society ‘‘Domagoj’’, the Catholic student
association ‘‘Mahnich’’, the ‘'Great Sisterhood of
Crusaders’’, and many others.

(Similar organisations are functioning in Australia.—
M.F.)

The presidents and members of the directing bodies
of these organisations were appointed by Archbishop
Stepinac. They were in most cases well-known priests
or secretly sworn members of the Ustashi. All these
forces were mobilised for concerted action with the
openly professed aim of spreading fascist ideology. ‘This
propaganda persuaded the faithful that it would be a
good deed, in the highest interests of Croatia and the
Catholic Church, to kill or convert the Serbs and to
exterminate the Jews. How boldly this propaganda
was published in the responsible Catholic press will be
shown. (Pages 12 and 13.)

The boldness of the propaganda for the Nazis is
illustrated in an article by priest Petar Pajic- which
appearcd in the organ of the Archbishop of Sarajevo,
Dr. Ivan Sarie, “‘Katolicki Tjednik’’ (The Catholie
Weekly), No. 35 of August 31, 1941. Entitled ‘‘Hitler
Upholds the Missions’’, the article said:

““Until now, God spoke through papal eneyclicals,
nunicrous sermons, catechisms, the Christian press,
through missions, through the heroic examples of the
saints, and so on . . . And? They closed their ears.
They were deaf. Now God has decided to use other
methods. He will prepare missions. European missions!
World missions! They will be upheld not by priests
but by army ecommanders led by Ilitler. The sermons
will be well heard with the help of cannons, machine
guns, tanks and bombers.
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“The language of these sermons will be inter-
national. No one will be able to complain that he did
not understand it, because all people know very well
what death is and what wounds are, disease, hunger,
fear, slavery and poverty are.”” (Page 29.)

“The wvoice of the Crusader movement, ‘Nedlja’
compared the Ustashi with Christ. In its issue of June
6, 1941, an article entitled ‘Christ and Croatia’ reads:

Christ and the Ustashi and Christ and the Croatians
march together through history. From the first day of
its existence the Ustashi movement has been fighting
for the victory of Christ’s principles, for the victory of
justice, freedom and truth. Our Holy Saviour will help
us in the future as he has done until now, that is why
the new Ustashi Croatia will be Christ’s, ours and no
one else’s’’! (Pages 40 and 41.)

Still further proof is found in the report of seven promi-
nent Protestant clergymen who travelled from U.S.A. to
Yugoslavia to investigate for themselves and report to their
fellow countrymen their findings. These seven investigators
were:

Dr. G. E. Shipler, editor of “The Churchman”, an Epis-

copalian.

Dr. E. S. Bucke, editor of “Zion's Herald”, of Boston, a

Methodist.

Dr. G. W. Buckner, jnr., editor of “World Call” of Indian-

apolis, Disciple of Christ.
Dr. P. P. Elliott, of the First Presbyterian Church, of
Brooklyn. A ’

Dr. 8. Trexler, former President of the Lutheran Synod,
New York. .

Rev. C. Williams, Director of the Institute of Applied
Religion, Birmingham, Alabama.

Rev. W. H. Melish, of the Church of the Holy Trinity,

an Episcopalian.

In their report they say:

The American public has little understanding of
why Stepinae was arrested and convicted due to lack of
adequate information in the American Press,
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The conviction of Stepinac was based on nearly a
thousand photographs and documents submitted to the
court and shown to the reporters present, as well as the
testimony of many witnesses. In considering the
Stepinac trial, it is essential to keep in mind that his
trial and conviction were in fact the prosecution of an
individual charged with serious collaboration with the
enemy of his country; they had nothing to do with any
persecution of his own chureh or religion.

Among the documents we examined were great
numbers of officlal Roman Catholic newspapers and
periodicals frankly telling the story from month to
month, of the Archbishop’s collaboration with the Nazi
forces. It seemed obvious that the reason for this
candid recording of such collaboration was due to the
conviction that Germany would win the war.

WHAT THE DOCUMENTS SHOWED

The documents show that when the Italians and
Germans swept into Yugoslavia, underground bands of
previously organised Roman Catholic laymen, calling
themselves ‘‘Crusaders’’, and aided by individual
priests and militant monks, rose to receive the invaders.
Two men  responsible for the assassination of King
Alexander at Marseilles in 1934 and since that time
harboured by Mussolini in Italy for this very occasion,
Ante Pavelich (convieted for this erime both in French
and Yugoslav courts) and Zlatko Kvaternik, were
brought into the country to become the puppet Presi-
dent and the military commander of a quisling govern-
ment to be called ‘‘The Independent State of Croatia’’.
This move was greeted by the Roman Catholic diocesan
press in Zagreb as the ‘‘establishment of a Catholie

. state on the corporative pattern advocated in the Papal
Enecyeclicals’’; it was praised without qualification as
the church’s bulwark against ‘‘atheistic materialism?’.
The church leaders apparently were not restrained by
the fact that a Yugoslav government was legally in
existence and thdt remnants of its army were still fight-
ing.
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Pavelich and Kvaternik, with the help of their
German, Italian and ‘‘Crusader’’ soldiers, proceeded to
carry out the German-sponsored racial programme
which advocated the solidifying of a Croatian com-
munity by eliminating such minorities as the Jews and
(ypsies, reducing the number of Serbs living in Croatia,
and compelling those remaining to turn Roman Catholic.

Nearly 70,000 of the 80,000 Jews in the entire
country were killed or forced to flee, their property
being confiscated. 240,000 Serbs became Byzantine Rite
Roman Catholics through forced conversions, on pain
of death.

Those who resisted were shot or stabbed and their
bodies thrown into mass-graves which were subse-
quently found and opened. We saw hundreds of sworn
depositions attesting to these erimes, made ont by rela-
tives or eye-witnesses, and also, in a few cases, by sur-
vivors. Serbian church properties were seized and
turned over to Roman Catholic parishes and convents.

Documents requesting, and authorising, such trans-
fers are now in the State Prosecutor’s offices at Zagreb
and Sarajevo, bearing the personal signatures of Arch-
bishop Stepinac of Zagreb and Archbishop Sharich of
Sarajevo.

Roman Catholics who resisted or scriously de-
nounced those activities were hounded, and the braver
among them (including many priests such as Monsignor -
Ritig) fled to the mountains and joined the Partisan
Movement. Such men are to-day honoured in the new
(Government and entrusted with responsible posts.

We talked with such Roman Catholic leaders, and
they confirmed the truth of the historical facts. These
things happened in the diocese of which Aloysius
Stepinac was the metropolitan (in the Roman Catholic
Church the supreme and responsible authority) and
furthermore, he actually served as the Military Viear
of the Ustashi armed forces which perpetuated the
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worst execesses, thongh, aceording to certain Roman
Catholie journals, he personally counselled moderation.

So coafident were these Croat leaders that Hitler’s
“New Order” would survive, that they preserved the
records of their own erimes. When the collapse finally
came—it was relatively sudden in Croatia—these state
documents were taken for safe keeping to Stepinac’s
palace in the Kaptol in Zagreb and he gave a personal
receipt (which we saw) for their security.

A number of boxes of Ustashi loot, consisting of
gold watches, rings, bracelets and even dentures torn
from the mouths of victims, were found buried under
the chancel of the Franciscan Monastery a block from
Stepinac’s cathedral. '

If one reads the record of the trial, which members
of our group have done, one will find that the Abbot
of the Monastery admitted the facts but denied personal
responsibility because he was acting on the orders of
his supecriors, whom he refused to name. Stepinae, in
turn, claimed he was not responsible for the acts of his
subordinates.

In the total ‘struggle in Yugoslavia 1,700,000 men,
women and children perished. . . copied from ‘‘Religion
in Yugoslavia”. (Pages 21-23.)

And now we quote from ‘“The Martyrdom of the Serbs”.
(Any reference to “Catholic” naturally means “Roman
Catholic”.)

NOT VENGEANCE—BUT JUSTICE

The publication of this book is inspired by the
traditional custom of the Serbian Orthodox Church,
which has from time immemorial protected the spirit-
ual and the national interests of its people. The
present cataclysm in BEurope has effectively drowned
the voice of the Serbian Church, with the exception of
its branch in America and hence the Serbian Orthodox
Diocese in America, in keeping with this tradition, is
called upon to make its contribution towards safe-
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guarding the just interests of the Serbian Orthodox
Church and its people.

The reports on the existing conditions of the Serbs
in Yugoslavia which we present here, with documents
and papers from various reliable sources, are all
authenticated and properly verified. They constitute but
a part of the reports thus far received and which are
being withheld from publication pending. their proper
verification.

Some of the reports herein released make references
to the same atvocities—the deliberate and caleulated
progress of the invaders toward the destruction of
human life and property. We have incorporated all
these reports in this publication in a desire to present
more than a single witness to specific cruelties—hence
perhaps the seeming repetitions.

There are several groups of witnesses collecting
data, working inside Yugoeslavia, whose reports arve
being earcfully cheeked.

Though the sources of information are reliable and
the reports are comprehensive to a certain extent, it is
still not possible to publish a full story of the unspeak-
able atrocities to which the ruthless invaders have
resorted,

The illustrations of massacres, nearing a million
Serbs, in Yugoslavia, the destruction of life and pro-
perty including churches, the converting of churehes
into slaughter houses. . . . The shooting of some church
dignitaries and clergy and the internment, torture and
murder of others, all give but a vague picture of this,
the greatest of world tragedies.

Therefore this publication is far from being an
adequate presentation of a record of the crimes and
heartless conduct of the invaders and their satellites,
all of whom have converged with all their sadistic and
satanie fury to exterminate the Serbian people and
forever obliterate their church. Tor obvious reasons
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1

neither all reports in our possession, though already
authenticated and verified, nor all the names or sources
could be published.

When the proper time comes, the indictment to be
presented by the Serbian people against the Axis
Powers and their satellites, who have set back the clock
of civilisation hy many centuries, will profoundly shock
the World. The full and complete story of their crimes
will call for just and effective retribution in order to
save llumanity in the future.

Led by the Axis inspired and paid Quislings, the
Croatians, who speak the same langnage as the Serbs,
but who belong to the Roman Catholie faith, had car-
ried for-a long time petit political grudges against the
past Yugoslav regimes, so that when the invaders set
upon Yugoslavia from all sides, in their frenzy they
swiftly broke loose, destroying the Yugoslav Army.

Within a few days from the time of the invaders’
attack, the Croatians proclaimed their ‘‘Independent
Croatian  State’’ including many Serbian provinces
inhabited by about 3,000,000 Serbs. In true satellite
fashion the Croatians at once deelared War against the
United States of America and other United Nations
and set out to exterminate the Serbian population from
their territory. To accomplish this they have per-
petrated crimes never before recorded in the history of
mankind. The wild, bloody orgy of exterminating the
Serbs from Croatia is still in full blast, as will be more
fully noted from the reports herein presented.

WHO ARE THE USTASHI?

Certain - cireles eclaim that all these atrocities in
Croatia are the work of a small number of Ustashi.
This elaim is not correct. It is true that Quisling Pave-
lich brought with him from Italy only about one hun-
dred Ustashi. The others were organised in Croatia
itself.

In. the cities they consisted first of all of students
of the Gymnasium and schools of higher learning, youths
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of good civie training; then men of the merchant and
artisan classes, all good and peaceful former members
of the “Hrvatski Junak’’ (Croat Hero). The leader of
that organisation was one Majer, people’s repre-
sentative of the (‘roatian Peasant Party for the city of
Zagreb.

When the Croatian newspapers are read from the
time of the origin of the Independent State of Croatia
to the present day, we find there thousands of names of
various Ustashi ‘‘functionaries’’ who have arisen from
all classes of the people, beginning with peasant to the
university professor. In the same way it ean be
authentically substantiated that in the entire Stokavska
territory of the Independent State of Croatia, repre-
sentatives of all of the classes of the people took part
in the massacring and perseeuting of the Serbs.

Many former Yugoslavs, distinguished and well
known public workers and artists, joined with the
Ustashi. We shall mention only Mestrovie, creator of
the Kossovo Memorial, then Dr. Vinko Kriskovie,
Croatian leader in science, then Dr. Milorad Straznicki,
Yugoslav Minister to Stockholm, who automatically
connected himself with the Ustashi Independent State
of Croatia. One should only read the Croatian news-
papers to see how many of those Croats had camouflaged
themselves under the cloak of various Yugoslav activi-
ties.

THE BLOODY HANDS OF THE CATHOLIC
PRIESTHOOD IN CROATIA

The Catholic priesthood in Croatia, Hercegovina,
and Dalmatia carried out an intensive propaganda
campaign for the Ustashi government. For years so-
called Eucharistic congress were convoked, which were
religious manifestations only superficially, but in fact
were for extremist political purposes.

It was obvious that after the disaster a great por-
tion of the Croatian youths in the intermediate and
high schools participated most actively in the bloody
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terror perpetrated by the Ustashi against the Serbs.
They were the so-called ““Croatian Heros’’, members of
an organisation which was founded and led by the
Catholie priesthood. »

After the fall the Catholie priesthood was in closest
collaboration with the Ustashi in the massacring of the
Serbs, and it cannot be said that it was the doings of
individuals limited in scope and time. On the conirary,
hy the number of priests in the towns where the
atrocities were committed it may be plainly observed
that those priests led that bloody orgy according {o
an earlier planned sy stom, methodically and with pre-

cision.
JUST A FEW EXAMPLES

LIVNO. Dr. Srecko Perie, a monk of Livno, former
Catholie priest of Nis, preached from the altar that all
the Serbs should be slaughtered—his sister first because
she had married a Serb'

After the slaughter he promised to absolve the
. murderers of their deeds, for murder is not a sin if
carried out in the interest of the Catholic Church. And
really, the Distriet of Livno suffered horribly. Several.
thousand Serbs, men, women and children were tor-
fured and murdered in the most cruel and beastly
manner.

OGULIN.  Ivan Mikan, priest and honorary eanon
of Ogulin, led the terror together with Jurieca Marko-
vie, district governor. 1In the gaol of the district court
of Ogulin were hundreds of Serbs. The priest Mikan
made daily rounds of the prison and mereilessly beat
Serbs with a bull-whip, scolding the Ustashi for being
lax in their work.

BRGKO. T'ra Anto, priest of Tramosnjica, organ-
ised Ustashi bands in his village and marched with them
through nearby Serbian villages, capturing Serbs
wherever he could get them. Ile led them off to his
village, locked them up in a shed and held them there
for days without food or water, torturing them be%tmﬂy
himself with the help of his Ustashi,
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KNIN. Simic Vjekoslav, a monk in the monastery
on the Knin plain, personally slaughtered numerous
Serbs,

NASICE. Sidonije Sole, a monk of the Franeiscan
monastery in Nasice was engaged in a terror of force-
ful conversion of the Orthodox Serbs to Catholicism.
Whole Serbian villages were deported at his command
just because they did not wish to change their religious
faith.

KOSTAJNICA. The abbot of the Catholic monas-
tery stood on the town bridge while the Ustashi were
butchering the Serbs and throwing them into the Una
river, inciting them to kill all of the Serbs.

SLAVONSKI BROD. The Catholic priests Guncevic
and Marjanovich Dragutin, acted as police officials and
ordered the arrest of local Serbs who were tortured and
killed. They personally assisted in the executions of
these unfortunate Serbs.

GLINA. German Castimir, abbot of the monastery
in Guntic direeted the mass murder of the Serbs in
this town. It was at his instance that for several nights
Serbs were slaughtered in the Orthodox Church of
Glina.

The number of Catholic priests who participated in
this brutal extermination of Serbs cannot be even ap-
proximated at this time, but their number is large.
There are some, however, that should be mentioned.
Isugen Pujie, Catholic priest of Hercegovina, person-
ally cut the throat of an Orthodox minister, his col-
league in the village, with a large knife.

(Here followed a long list of names of priests and
monks who participated in these crimes.)

All of these, along with many others, distinguished
themselves by their encouraging and inciting the mas-
saering and persecution of Serbs and their foreible
conversion to Catholicism. In such a way they sue-
cceded in killing 135 Serbian Orthodox ministers, of
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wvhoim 85 weie of the Gornji-Carlovae Diocese, not to
mention the other victims.

It was on their initiative that nearly all of the
Serbian churches in Croatia were desecrated, looted and
razed. It is obvious that the Croatian Catholic priest-
hood, as representatives of the ‘‘ecclesia militans”’,
adopting Machiavellian principles, carried out their
duty, longed for and awaited, with great zeal.

Archbishop Stepinac of Zagreb and the other
bishops of Croatia signified their approval of this un-
christian and wild orgy of blood, for at no time did
they raise their voices of objection to such conduct of
their clergy, nor did they by any act or move attempt
to exhibit their displeasure, at least, of these crimes.
Their ominous silence is but proof of their condonation.

THE CATHOLICISING OF SERBIAN ORTHODOX
PEOPLE

With the first wave of terror the Ustashi and the
authorities began to force the Serbs to accept the
Catholic faith. In this the Catholic priests especially
distinguished - themselves on all sides. The terrorised
Serbs gave in here and there in the belief that in that
way they would save their lives. But there was no
thought of this. The only aim was to humble the
Serbian people.

It was for this reason that public parades were held
on the oecasion of conversions. The people were forced
to display a certain joy over their ‘‘Return to the faith
of their fathers’. There were arranged delegations as
a sign of gratitude and loyalty to Quisling Pavelich in

"mreb Pavelich lmsod one of the leaders of such a
delegation.

Meanwhile, subscquent events showed a truer
picture of that infamy. It was of no benefit to any
village whose inhabitants became converted, for soon
after there was no distinetion made between those who
were converted and those who were not, when mass
murders began. Sarcastic remarks of Ustashi were heard
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at that time such as ‘‘the wolf changes his skin, but
never his nature’’.

MASSACRE OF THE SERBS IN USTASHI
CROATIA, FROM APRIL, 1941 TO APRIL, 1942

The persecution and massacre of the Serbs in Pave-
lich Croatia were inaugurated simultaneously with the
invasion of Yugoslavia by Germans between April 11th
and 15th of 1941. Immediately upon assuming control
over a certain place, the Ustashi began most terrifying
persecutions of the Serbs. The sufferings to which the
people were subjected by the Ustashi during the first
yvear sinee the invasion are inecomparable to anything
in the history of savage people.

‘When once the statistics of the massacred Serbs
are compiled and the manner in which they were anni-
hilated known, the civilised world will be thrown into
consternation and will be unable to believe that such
bestialities in the middle of Europe and under the super-
vision of Germany could have taken place.

Everything they have done was in accordance with
predesigned plans directed by Pavelich from Zagreb.
Their first step was to confiscate from the Serbs, radios,
automobiles, telephones and typewriters, then the
arrests of Serbs followed,

As early as April 12, 1941, the newspapers of Zagreb
carried announcements to all Serbian residents of
Zagreb that they must vacate the city within 12 hours
and anyone found harbouring a Serb would be executed.
Therefore, the Serbs and the Jews were compelled to
have their families leave their homes and move to the
outskirts of the city. Later they were rounded up and
taken to concentration camps or executed. Only a few
of them however, escaped to Serbia. One of the first
vietims subjected to inhuman treatment by the Ustashi
was" the Serbian Metropolitan of Vagleb Bishop
Dositey.

Wholesale '1r1ests were conducted in all the larger
cities.
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ESCAPE IN BEWILDERMENT

The panic stricken Serbs of Sarajevo began to
escape in large numbers to Serbia. The German occu-
pation authorities were issuing travel permits without
any attempts to prevent their escape. The German
authorities neither protected nor persecuted the Serbs
in Croatia, but passively viewed the terror spread by
the Ustashi.

The first mass execcutions were conducted by the
Ustashi during the night between May 31st and June
1st, 1941,

On that fateful night Ustashi groups, sent for the
specific purpose from Zagreb headquarters under the
leadership of local Ustashi and chiefs of police, invaded
the homes of the most prominent people in Dubrovnik,
Trebinje, Mostar, Livno, Glina, Gospie, Banja Luka,
Metkovie and other places and from each place they
arrested from 8 to 10 of the most prominént Serbs and
took them to the outskirts of the towns and cities and
without any procedure whatever, executed them and
threw their bodies into nearby rivers and creeks or into
the natural deep pits. Not a single body was buried in
the ground. '

It is only natural that the Serbs never expected
to be murdered without accusation or court trial and
in each instance they were absolutely innocent. The
people became panic stricken and it scemed this was
what the Ustashi were waiting for. It is now posi-
tively known that the orders for these massacres werc
emanating from the chief Ustashi headquarters in
Zagreb, that they were being issued personally by
Quisling Pavelich and sometimes at the speeial instance
and request of the Croatian leaders Artukovich, Budak,
and others.

These first mass murders were intended to liquidate
at one stroke the Serbian populace in those places and
districts where they were in majority or too numerous.
At the beginning the populace of the villages and the
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countryside was not molested. It is to he regretted
that the Serbs failed to grasp the full importance of the
danger with which they were so suddenly confronted,
and hoping that the Ustashi would be satiated with the-
first mass murders, did not make any comprehensive
efforts to escape.

However, only 24 days after the first pogrom on
June 24, 1941, murder enmasse was begun, It was just
a few days before the traditional Serbian holiday
Vidov-Dan and the Ustashi made open remarks that
the Serbs would long remember the forthecoming Vidov-
Dan.

We are now approaching the full perfidy of the
Ustashi: a decree by Chief of State, Quisling Pavelich,
was published in the Official Gazette June 22, 1941,
and the same was announced over the radio as well as
from the pulpits of the Catholic churches, that anyone
found guilty of committing any crime against any
person who might be a citizen of the Croatian state
would be most severely punished.

Simultaneously the Ustashi organisation all over
Croatia were receiving, from the Pavelich headquarters,
coded instructions to- proceed relentlessly with mass
executions and extermination of the Serbs during the
next few days including Vidov-Dan, June 28th. This
will explain why some of the parts suffered more than
others,

During this crucial, fateful period between June
24th to June 28th there were murdered in Bosnia, Her-
cegovina, Dalmatia, Lika, Croatia and Srem more than
100,000 wholly innocent Serbs. At this time the erimes
were not perpetrated during the night time only, but
also in broad daylight.

Like wild animals the Serbs were being rounded up
everywhere, on the streets, in their homes and offices
and from the fields and countryside. They were taken
in trucks to the outskirts of the towns and ecitles and
executed enmasse. A great many of these unfortunate

23



" vietims passed through most terrifying tortures and
met death with a sigh of relief.

At Livnmo, a prominent physician, Dr. Dushan
Mitrovich, Director of the State Hospital, who was
known as a lifelong promoter of Serbo-Croatian friend-
ship, and a civic leader for more than 20 years in this
community, was taken with his wife and two children
to the outskirts of the city where in the presence of
the parents, the children were slain first, followed by
the mother who fell from the blow of an axe and finally
the doctor himself was murdered.

Of the 2,000 Serbian inhabitants of Livno more than
1,900 were executed, only a few old men and women,
and some children remain alive.

At Ljubuski, not a single Serb was spared, all
having been executed. Among the victims of this town
was a prominent civie leader, Dr. Alexander ILukac,
the munieipal physician, ' :

After the Vidov-Dan massacre relative quietness
prevailed for about a month. Old Serbian organisations
having been destroyed, churches, institutions and
lihraries burned, and the intellectual class of people
massacred- and disposed of, the Serbian peasantry was
left without any leadership. The church records were
destroyed so that there are no legal documents in the
hands of the churches in existence. Children eannot be
baptised, or marriages performed and burials must be
made without religions ceremonies as there are no
clergy left alive.

The Roman Catholic clergy intensified their efforts
to convert the remaining Serbian populace to Catholic-
ism promising the people that by such conversion they
could save their lives. Thus, they succeeded in con-
verting about 30% of the remaining populace to Catho-
licism, but to many even this conversion was of no
avail, for later on in the next wave of Ustashi terror
they were killed off nevertheless.
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" About July 20, 1941, pogroms and mass executions
were resumed. The Ustashi resolved to exterminate
the remaining Serbian populace, not only men but
also women and children in all parts of the Independent
Croatian State. It was then that they commenced the
removal of the remaining Serblan people into concen-
tration camps.

In the spring of 1942 the action against the Serbs
was again intensified especially along the River Sava,
the bloodiest onslaught of all oceurring in the city of
Breko, where they executed all remaining Serbs in-
cluding those converted to Catholicism.

One of the most blood-thirsty executioners of Serbs
was one, Sudar of Lika, who years ago had attempted
to organise a revolt against Yugoslavia. He set out to
avenge his prior venture that had failed and publicly
declared in Nevesinje, that of all Ustashi he had killed
personally the greatest number of Serbs by his own
hand.

® Eyewitnesses have submitted sworn testimony that
they had seen him grab babies from their mothers’ arms
and holding the babies by their feet swing them forecibly
against a wall smashing their heads in the presence
of their mothers.

- ® He also led the group of murderers who were cut-
ting off the breasts of women as well as gouging eyes
from living men. -

® With pride he bragged that he had shipped gonged
Serbian eyes to the Ustashi headquarters in Z d“‘leb to
prove his bloody activity, because compensation rewzu-ds‘
and leaves depended upon the number of murders com-
mitted,

One Zorko, also known as Dan, of Siroki Breg near
Mostar, killed with his own hand 90 most prominent
Serbs. Later the Italian authorities placed him under
arrest ‘and convicted him for uulawful possession of-
firearms. In his possession 8 gold watches were found,
apparently stolen from his vietims.
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He was sentenced to death and the entire Roman
Catholic clergy, together with Bishop Misic, intervened
in his behalf and pleaded with the Italian commander
to spare the life of this common criminal,

How great in some instances was the number of
victims may be evidenced by the following fact: Since
there was no time to dig graves for the executed vic-
tims, the common procedure of throwing the bodies into
pits and rivers was adopted.

During the month of July 1941 therc was such a
vast number of corpses in the River Neretva, about
15,000 or more, that the boats had difficulty going
through the enmassed bodies. Because of the frightful
scenes thus encountered the boat captains refused to ply
their boats on this river. The corpses later were carried
to the sea as far as the islands of Hvar and Korchula.

An example of the unprecedented brutality in the
history. of civilisation is recorded by the sworn testi-
mony of several witnesses regarding the following
happening: At Nevesinje the Ustashi arrested one whole
Serbian family consisting of father, mother and four
children. The mother and children were separated
from the father.

. Fully seven days they were tortured by starvation
and thirst, then they brought the mother and children
a good sized roast and plenty of water to drink. These
unfortunates were so hungry they ate the entire roast
and then the Ustashi told them that they had eaten the
flesh of father and husband.

FURTHER REPORT OF ATROCITIES

Testimony of a Trustworthy Eyewitness

_In January, 1942, the massacres were resumed again
in the district of Dvor, which was spared from the first
massacre, also around Nova Gradiska, which until then
had remained almost intact.

@ The Serbs in the entire Independent Croatia
were unmercifully dealt with and persecuted.
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® Lazo Durman was lanced by a spear and unborn
habies were torn from the wombs of pregnant mothers,
which happened to Mileva Nozevich from Sabandza.

® The chests of innocent people were burned and
boiling water spilled over them.

® Small boys were put on a hot fire, their eyes
gouged ouf; ears cut off; mails hammered into their
heads; and arms and legs amputated.

® DBeards of clergy were pulled off together with
the skin; men were dragged along the road tied to
trucks; arms and legs were broken,

® Pecople were slanghtered like animals; machine
cuns were fired on them; some were buried alive; while
others were cast into deep pits and bombs thrown on
them.

® In houses and churches innoecent people were
burned.

® Children’s limbs were torn from them; their
heads were pounded against walls; they were thrown
into fire, into boiling vats and into lime; their ears were
“boxed, and their heads smashed.

® Hundreds of persons were killed on the church
altar and thousands slain in the church of Glina.

® Women, girls and minors were brutally attacked,
being taken to the camps of the Ustashi to serve as
prostitutes after which they were killed; mothers were
raped in the presence of their daughters; daughters in
the presence of their mothers, and rape took place even
in the churches.

® A son was forced to rape his own mother (in the
case of Olga Kepliya from Glinyitog Kuta).

About 100,000 Serbs in Bachka were killed by the
Hungarians but without being subjected to prolonged
tortures. Now again on January 21, 1942, thousands
were killed in Novi Sad, Churug, Zabalj, Gospodjinei,
Titel and Stari Becliey. _

® Some Ttalians took photographs of certain
Ustashi who were wearing around their waists garlands
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of human tongues and eyes gouged from the unfortunate
Serbs.

® The Ttalians also took photographs of the Pave-
lich Ustashi holding a large dish containing several
pounds of human eyes gouged from the tortured and
‘murdered Serbian people.

Never before in history or during this war has such
brutality and cruelty been inflicted upon the Serbs or
any people anywhere.

During this incredible massacre in homes and pub-
liec buildings, a great many Serbs and Jews were taken
for execution at the city cemetery, or on the beach of
the Danube.

In groups of four, the victims were stripped naked
and murdered. Some of them were pushed alive mto
the icy water, through especially dug holes on the frozen
Danube.

The scenes were horrifying.

It was bitterly cold weather and the children five
to fifteen years of age hesitated to disrobe but the Hun-
garians tore off their clothes and jabbed their bodies
with bayonets.

Thereupon they would grab the innocent victims
by one hand and with the butts of their revolvers
would smash in their heads.

There were instances where mothers, though naked
and with hands tied, would throw themselves upon their
children in a last effort to protect them with their own
bodies. :
THE WAVE OF BLOODY TERROR

From the first part of May (1941) a bloody terror
was intensified with fearful speed over the entire juris-
diction of the Independent State of Croatia.

The first to receive the blow was Banija, the most
solid Serbian district of Croatia. Its people were
-nationally conscious, for they had withstood throughout
the centuries all the pressure of.the Austrian methods

28



of assimilation, and had affirmed their Serbian politieal
consciousness by furnishing during the war thousands
upon thousands of volunteers. They were the first to
be led to the slaughter-house.

GLINA. Of the endless number of Serbian settle-
ments in Croatia, Glina was the first to suffer the fearful
bestiality of the Ustashi. One night towards the first
part of May (1941) the Ustashi besieged Glina.

The Ustashi from Karlovei, Sisak and Petrinja
gathered all males over 15 years of age, drove them in
trucks outside the town and killed them all with guns,
knives and sledge hammers. Over 600 fell there.

The days which followed held death for the Serbs
of the entire district. The centre of the massacres was
in the village of Bosanski Grabovae.

The Ustashi would enter the Serbian villages com-
manding the Serbian peasants to assemble, under some
harmless pretence, that some deerees would be made
known to them or something similar. The people,
frightened and unarmed, not suspecting any evil, would
flock from all sides to the execution place. The bloody
tragedy would continue for several days.

According to authentie statisties it is computed that
about 120,000 Serbs were thus killed there. In a few
days Glina was again the centre of the massacres, where
by force or some pretext the Ustashi gathered together
several thousand Serbs. The gaols and school buildings
were overflowing. Every night some 500-600 Serbs
were led off to the Serbian Church. In the choir loft
were the official representatives of the eivil Ustashi
authorities.

In the Church auditorium the Ustashi executioners
would swing into action. Some ten or twenty of them
would work with flash lights in one hand and knives
in the other. Several nights the butchery lasted with
mnabated fury according to the horrible testimony of
one of the executioners, Hilmija Berberovich, who was
found later in Belgrade and who gave sworn testimony,
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That bloody orgy Tasted for months. Not a village was
Ieft unscathed.

After the massacres looting and burning of entire
villages would follow. Not a Serbian Church has been
left. No one was given any merey, not even the women
and children. The incident which took place in the
village of Susnjari is without precedent in history.

After the Ustashi had killed nearly all that lived in
the village, they led out some twenty children of about
ten years of age and tied them to the threshold of a big
barn facing outward. They set the barn on fire. The
flames licked their prey voraciously and the wretched
chlldren were enveloped in fire.

In the morning those unfmtunate innocents lay in
the ruins, their bOle% horribly burned and thus half
dead, st‘ill they were tortured for hours by the Ustashi
who jabbed them with knives until death rescued them
from their indescribable tortures. On hearing of these

“atroeities the remainder of the Serbs fled to Petrova
(lora (Peter’s Mountain) to save their naked lives.

VRGIN MOST. At the same time or somewhat
later there began a bloody baiting of all Serbs in this
distriet in accordance to the same system. In Vrgin
Most some 3,000 Serbs were massacred on August 3,
1941. They had gathered there from all the villages
about in order to be converted to Roman Catholicism.
The authorities had called them together under a pre-
tense,

- That same day the Ustashi rounded up all the
Serbs from Topusko and vicinity, several thousand.of
them, and during several nights butchered all of them
in the Chureh, just as in Glina. And thus it continued,
the butchernm of Serbs, both men and women, in the
villages, in the fields, on the roadsides, wherever they
could be found and eaptured. A small part of them
succeeded in saving themselves by fleeing to Petrova
(iora. The villages were looted and then razed.
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